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Preface 
 

The Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act No 2 of 1996 was the fisheries legislation limited for 

the Sri Lankan waters. This provided the legal basis for management, conservation regulation 

and development of fisheries and aquatic resources of Sri Lanka. This local legislation was 

strengthened by a series of regulations framed under the same Act. In a background of 

around 1600 multiday fishing boats engaging in high seas fishery it is very imperative to have 

local legislation compatible to international standards. However Sri Lanka is a signatory and 

have ratified a number of international conventions and agreements which pave the way to 

the legislation of fisheries in high seas, since 1982. it had not been brought them down to 

the local legislation. Instead it was taken administrative measures to control and manage its 

high seas fleet.   

On the other hand the international community with a view to ensuring the long-term 

sustainability of fisheries has adopted several international fisheries management 

agreements based on a new management measure called “Responsible fishing”.  Under 

these agreements a number of conservation and management measures have been adopted 

including measures to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU fishing) in 

high seas. Sri Lanka being a Party to these agreements is bound to implement these 

conservation and management measures. Meanwhile in 2008 EU issued a Regulation (EC 

Regulation 1005/2008) requiring all countries exporting fishery products to EU to implement 

the conservation and management measures prescribed under the international 

agreements, particularly by the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) from January 2010.   

Considering the above situation and to fill the legal vacuum and comply with international 

obligation in high seas fishery an amendment to the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act 

No.2 of 1996 was introduced. Amendment Act No. 35 of 2013 (to incorporate international 

obligations) was approved by Parliament on November 2013 and 2nd amendment was 

incorporated to provide for enhanced sanctions (fines) in February 2015. Regulation 

empowering authority by the Minister under section 61 of the Fisheries Act allows to 

introduce regulations on following aspects to strength the legal provisions related to 

“Responsible Fishing”   
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On the management of;   

1. High sea fishing operations 

2. Fish catch data collection 

3. Fishing Gear Marking 

4. Managing Vessel Monitoring and Fisheries Management Centre 

5. Regulation on Port State Measures 

6. Prohibition on vulnerable shark species   

Currently Sri Lanka is fulfilled main legal requirements to a greater degree on “Responsible 

fishing” at high seas through the legal adoption. However it is an accepted fact that 

awareness is the key factor for implementing any management tool. Therefore, this 

publication by the Department of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources is prepared and 

distributed as a part of the Road Map to Revoke the EU fish Export Ban-2015,  focusing on 

educating the stakeholders on available legal provisions and management measures on High 

Sea Fishing in Sri Lanka.    
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Part IX  

OFFENCES AND PENALTIES 

 

Section 49 (Sanctions related to the violation on High Seas Fisheries activities) 
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Section 61  

(All Regulations related to the management of High Seas Fisheries activities are  

made under this section of the Act) 
 

Details on the regulations related to High Seas Fisheries management  

made under the section 61 of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act 
 

Gazette 
notification 
number 

Regulation  Sections Made Under 
the Act 

Relevant 
Section for 
Sanctions 

Page 
Number 
(Linked) 

1763/36 Probation of catching Treasure 
Shark Regulations 

61 and to read with 
Section 29 

Section 49 51 

1878/11 Fish Catch Data collection 
Regulations 

Section 61 (1) i,m and s Section 49 54 

1878/12 High Seas Fishing Operation 
Regulations 

61 (1) t to read with 
Section 14 a to n 

Section 49 60 

1842/41 Amendment to the High Seas 
Fishing Operation Regulations 

-Do- Do- 68 

1904/10 Fishing Gear Marking Regulations 61 (1) h Section 49 70 

1907/47 Regulation on Implementation of 
VMS for Boats operating in High 
Seas 

61 (1), sg, sh and t Section 49 77 

LDB 
1/2012/ II 

Port State Measure Regulations  61 (1) i and t Section 49 82 
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